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with the odious sentimant that solf-governmest |s lmpos-
& o with civilicod man,

Ve ow Cnisss—1 implore you to pasuse and roflect
upon the tenor and consequoncen of your scts, of the
awind saorltoss made by the devasiation of our property;
thn aheddnu{ of fraternal blood in hattle, the mourniog
sod walling of widows and orplans throughout our inng
aro insuflicient Lo deter you from further pursuing this
unbicly war, thon ponder, T besecch you, upon the ulti-
mate, but not luas certain result which its fariber pro
€708 must necessarily and naturally entail upon your oiee
happy and prospoerous State, Indeed, can you pursue this
fratricidal war, and continue to imbua your banis in the

yal blood of your countrymen, your friends, your Kins-
mon, for no other ob et than to unlawfully disrapl the
confpdoracy of o great pesple—a coufodsracy establisned
by y@r own bunds—in order to get, were it ppssible, an
indopondent goyernment, undor which you can never live
L1 pease, uruﬂmrm or qitletnoss. |

Canoumians — We have come among you ng loyal men,
fally impressed with our constitutional obligations to the
oitizens of your State; those obligetions shall be porform.
od as far a8 in our power, but beno: deceived, The bl
gation of supproasing armed comhinations agamst the
oonatitutionnl anthorities Is paramouat o all othera. 1,
in the performance of Lhis duty, other minor but impor-
tant obligations should be in any way neglecied, 1t must
be attributed to the neceasitios of the case, beciuse cigh »
dependont on tho laws of the State must be nscessart.y
subordinate to military exigencica created by ingarregtion
aod Tebellion. T. W. SHERMAN,

Brigadier General Commanding,
Huupquaurees, Part Rovar, 8. C., Nov, §, 1501,

OFFICIAL REPORT OF COMMODORE DUPONT.
The following are tho I‘I;‘I'::BI;;WJII to the Navy
Departmont:—

ON Boaro Friastr Wanamr,

Ovr Hrrox Hean, Porr Rovaz, Harvok, Nov, G 1841,

Bia—The guvernment, baving detormio ‘w00 il
OCCUpY oue oF more ‘mportant points upon ogeSouthern
oonst, where our squadrons might find shellas] possges o

%o my discrotion the selection from . thong
'p'aces which It thought avallable L desirabio
. thrso  purposes. After matiare - deliberathm,
“sided by the professiona! knowledge and" great lufelli
\gonce of the Assistant Scorotary, Mr, Fox, and upon tak’
ng into idoration the de¢ to which' the Juint
‘saval and military expedition lad been extonded, to
‘which you Luve cailed my attention, | came to the gon.

Mopot, and afford protaction to Joyul nltlael?ﬁ\llm{ud

« eluslon that the original tentious of the Department, it

carried out, would fall shiort of Lthe expectations of the
country and of the capabilities of the cxpedition, whiie
TPort Royal, | thought, would-meet both in & bigh degree,
T thereforo submitted to Beigndwr General Sherman,
commanding the military part of the expeddtion, this
Mmodification of our earliest v plang, and had the
watislaction to receive bis full e ence, though he and
the commandersof the bilgataa very Justly lnil great
strean upon the necessiiy, i possible, of getling this
frigate in Larbor of Port fuyal,

On Tueafify the 20th of Oclober, the flest under my
eommand left Hampton Rowds, and, with the army
Srangports, pumbered Oty veasols, On  the day
Povious I had desparched  the  coal  vessols,
twenty-five In number, under convoy of the Vandalis,
Commapdor Haggerty, to resdosious off Savauoah, not
wishing o give the true poiul of the Moot The weather
had brew ussettled in Hampton Ruads, thugh it promis.d
woll when we satled. But off Hatterns it blew bard.
Bome ships got iuto the breakors, and two strock, but
without injury, on Friday, Novomber 1. The rough
weather scon increased mto a gale, and we bad Lo cncoun
tor one of (be greatest viclence from the southenst, a
portion of which approached Lo a burricane.  The
et was utterly dispersed, and on Saturdsy morning one
sail only was in sight from the deck of the Wabash, On
Ahe following day the weather modsrated, and the stenme; 1
and ships began Lo reappoar. The ordera wore apouad,
wexcopt these In case of separation, Theso lnst wore
Surnished to all the men-of-war by mysell and
tr tho transports by Drigadier Goneral Shorman, As the
“wessels rejoined reports came i of disasters, 1 expectod
40 Loar of many ; but, whoa the severity of the pale and
the cl & witer of the vessols are considered , we have only
oauee for great thankluluess.

In rofercice o the men-of-war, the Tsmnnoc Bmith, o
moat eficient und well armod vessol Tor the class par-
chased, but not intended to encounter sucl soa and wind,
bad to throw bher formidable battery overboard
% kesp from foundwring; but, thua relieved,
1 ting Nichol was bled o go
%0 the uasistance of the chartered steumer Governor, then
40 & very dapgerous condition, and on bosrd of which
was our fine baltallon of murines under Major
Reynolds. They wers finally rescued by Captaln
Ringgold, in the Sabine, under difficult ecircum-
stancos, soon after which the Governor went down.
1 bellove Lhat seven of the marines vere d by

the saperiority of Fort Walkor, and 1o that 1 direcled my
eapecinl elforts, engaging It st a distance of eight b mdred
yards and atterwards ot six hundred. But the plao
of uitack brought the squadron sufolently near Fory
Bowuregard to receive ita fire, and the ships wore fro.
quently fNghting the batkeries on Loth sides at tho sams
time,

The action was bogun on my part at twanty-six minut'y
Past e, and at hall-past two the Amurican cusign wis
holgted on the Nagstatfol Fort Walker, snd this morniug,
At Bunrise, on that of Fort Beaurogard,

The defeat of the enomy terminated in utter rout and
confusion. Their quarters and enoampmotts, wers aban.
doned without an attempt to carry awiy oither publie ar
privats property. The ground over which [hey fled waa
strown with the srms of private soldices, snd the offcers
rotired in two much Laste to Submit to the encumbranoe
of their swords,

Landing my marines and a company of sesmon 1 took

an of the deserted ground, and held the forts on
Hilton Hend, till the arrival of General 8h rman, 0 whom
T had tie honor to trawsior their command.

We bave captured (arty-throo pleces of cannon, most of
them of the hoaviest calibre snd of the most approved
denign.

Tho beator of these deapatehes will haye tho honor to
earry with him tho captured flags and two small brass
fleld pieces, fatoly bulonging to the-Siate of South Caro.
Liza, wlhich are sout homse a8 guituble Sropifies of Aho sue®
cest of tho day, i

to ba read Inthe flact Lo-morrow morning, al musler.
A detniled account of this battle will be submitted
horealter. I have the hutor Lo be,
Very respectfully, your obedient ser, «at,
8, V. DUPONT,
Flag OMcer Commanding South Auantic Blockading
Bquadron. 3

P, 8.~Th i of despatches will alss carey with him
the first A jenslgn raised upon the soil of South
Curoling uiy ellion broke out, sF B

AL ORDER NO. 2.

Wamans, Hivrow Hyan,
AL Bay, Nov. 8, 1861,

of the commander-iu chief 1o
pdgmont of Lis entire commonda”
thom of the. owoldd Hiscipline und skill and gallantry
displayed by the officers and mon undee L= < smmand in
tha eapttire of the batteries nt Hilton Flead and Day
Point, aftor an wetion of four hours duratjun.

The flag ofMcer fully sympathreos with the officors and
men of bis squadron in the satisfuction thoy must fael ot
sovhng the ensign of the United States iy g oncosnors in
the Btate of South Corelina, whioh has has boen tho ohjel
promuoter of the wicked and unprovokoed rebollion theY
have been called upon to suppress. 8, F. DUPUNT,
pFlag Ofcor ecommunding Sonth Atlautio Blockading
Bquadron,

Frad Smre Wanasn, Ory oy Iran,
Tour Rovar, Nov, §, 1881, }
Hion, Gromon WELLES—

#imn—1 have the houor to report the following casnaltics
in the sction of yesterday in the capture ol the batierie?
at Hilton Head and Bay Fointl:—

Wanagn--Killed one—Thomas Jackson, coxswain, captain
of mgun, Stghtly wounded two—Alfred Hernsby , sen-
man, and Willinm Wall, seaman,

Svaqreiassan—Killed, two—John P, Clark, Ordlerly
Sergeaut, and Wm, Price, socond coalboaver. Woundod
seriously , one—Samuel F, Bmart, {irst class boy, Wound-
ad slightly , two—Patrick Dwyer and & 1 Holbrook

1 enclose hurewith a copy of the genoral order whivh is

OUR SYECIAL EXPEDITIONARY DESPATCHES.

A A A

CUR DESPATCH FRCM THE MATANIAS.

Usirrir STaim= Tuanvomwe SiKomen Ih'r.i.'tl.ut,}
Hoste, Ced. 23, 1661,

Your spescial ocorrespondent emburked on board of
thig vessol to-day. Foom the sctivity in coaling up the
steamors (L seonis probable that we way sail within the
comiog twenty four hours. The galo which has boen
provailiug for the pust fow days has brokea, and & strong
wonte: |y wind s now blowlag, snd in the course of twelye
hours the sea will be quite Amoth slong share,

AT Mipswoar,—1 am on deck , and cap distinctly hear the
wyenseln conling up.  Thoe bay presents & beautilul seene, &
thousand lights wre twinkling oo tha back ground of
dark ¥ky. Bome of the large steamers are lighled up
brightls, and the flost lighis look lo the dstance not
unlike & lurgo ecity in the early bours of night
Thousands of happy hoarts are bealing on board
of the veksels, msome ef whom ere long are
deatined to cesse in tholr pulsations, snd the place that
knows them now will know them no more foreyer,
Boventeen ships of-war and twenly-nine tranaports are
Jying, bere, having on board a mmall army.with all
their equipments aud proy lsions for montha. When one
thioks upon the varied scenes through which we will
have (o/paas we cannot fail to bo wonder struck. A fow
daywand doathi snd carnage will mucceed this peacaful
. Bie meound us now . .

Taurapay, Oot. 24.—A lovely day has davwned npon us,
and we are |y bopes to got off to-asy. Weo have recelved
orders that w:u the Auantic holste s jack at the fore wo
aro Lo get roady to weigh anclior, The work oo bosrd of
tho vesaels Is progressing; bul, fram what Tean Jearn, we
cannot got nway to-day. To-morrow being Friday, lam
afraid tho superstitivus potions of Lthe sailors will be the
meaun of our keeplng our anchors on tho botiom of the
bay. Night comes in upon us without any change.

Frivay, Oct, 36.—To-day we got underweigh snd pro-
ecedod alongside of the steamer Empire Oity, Captain
Buxter, and took on board Companies B und K, Forty-
oighth N. Y. 8. V., Colonel Perry. The following isthe
ligt of afficors who accompany this detail:—Major, Oliver
T. Pard; —— Humphsies, Assistant Surgeon; Cop
E. K. Travie; First Licutenant, N. A. Eifwrig | Seeond
Liontonant, T. O, Vidal, Company B.  Captain, 5. J. Fos-
tor; First Lioutenant, 8. 6. Galo; Segond Lisutenant, A, ¥
Millor, Compuny K. The following ladies were aiso sont
on board to take charge of tho sick, they being the regi-
mental nurses :—Mre, Johuna P, R. Hanly, Mrs. M.
Brooks, Miss Mary Heward, and Migs Mary J, Fox. There
wore also fourtesnn sick soldiers seot on board, making
oyer two hundred souls sdded to our passenger lst,
After tho tronps were eafély on beard 8 large amount of
army baggage was put om  board, and then Prigs
dier Genoral Viele, with his staff, wora tuken on
board, and wo steaned alongside of the steamer Oriental,
ana transforred tho General to her decks. This being
over and the éay being far mpent, we steamod to our
unchorage, and came to anchor to awalt salling orders.
Humors of all kinds had been nfloat en board here beforo
the arrival of our detachment, but now, with new heads
and tangues, tho topie of our destination was renowod
with vigor, and before the evening was ended overy port
from Hatteras Lo Galveston had boen mentioned as thy
place to which we were bound. But I tmust confess Lhat
my own opinion had oot been altored. Al give the go_
vernment great erodit for keeping the destuuation of this

’
wecond grade,

Pawnin—Killed, two—John Kelly, Orderly Sorgeant,
and Wi, H. Fitzhugh, Arst clags boy, Wounded slight.
1y, three—Allred Washburne, Master's Mate; Jacob
Hoise, ordivary secman, and Patrick Quinp, ordinary
EBenman,

Mymeax—KEilled, ope—John A VWhittemore, Third
Asgiglant Engineer. Wounded sevivusly, three—W.
Thompson, Isnac Seyburn, Acting Master, and Sherman
B , ordioary Wounded slightly  four—
Mayland Cuthbert, Third Agsistani Engine r; Jahn 0. Pite
man, Master's Mate; Jobn W. Towpsend, ordipary sea.
man, and Charles Browne, ordinary seaman.
Baoenvnie—Killed, two—Fatrick McGuigan and Alex-
ander Chambers, Wounded slightly, three—Yeter Mur.
phy, Alexander Ferey and Wm., Gllchriat,

Spuixoie—A fow slightly wounded. The number not
Taported.

T0TAL.
Eilled..ciovanrannsonavarnsnrerias
Wounded severely¥.......... . wwan
Wounded BUEBIY coovvevvinirsssiaiironis ivrniinnse 17

Killed and wounded.....ionviiminnnisssnnanaia. 31
1 haye the honor to be, respactiully, your obedient ser-
wanl, 8. F. DUPONT, Flag Ofcor,
Cum*dg United Staies Atlantic Plickading Squadron,
Frao Bme Wanasn, Ovr Hivron Heap,
Ponr Rovay, Nov. 9, 1861, }

craevssrrasssannes 8

How, 6myox W LRS —
Sin—Since writing my official despatches 1 bave sant

their own imprudepce. Licutenant Commanding Nichol.
@on’s conduct, in the Isasc Smith, has met my wiim com:
mendation.

The Peerless port, in a ing dition !
ovas met by the Mohlcan, Commander Sor-
don, and all the people on board, tweniy-rix

da pumber, were saved, under very peculiar cireum-
stances, bn which service Lieut. B, W: Miller was very
favorably noticed by his er.

Onyassing Charleston Peeat In the Senecs, Lisutenant
Commanding Ammen, to direct Capt. Larduer w join me
with the steamer Susquebansa, off Fort Royal, without
delay.

On Monday, nt elghl v'clock in the morning, Banchored
o the bar with some tweuty-five vegsels, in company
with many more heaving in sight.

The Department i3 aware that all the ajde to pavigation
fad been removed, and the bar les Len miles seawara,
‘wridh no features on the shore line with sufcient prom).
‘monee 1o make any bearings relisble. Bul 1o dbe skill of
Commandgr Davis, the Fleot Caplain, and Mr,
Boutelle, the abls istant of the Comst Survey, i
charge of the steamer Vixen. the channol way mme-
diately found, sounded out and buoyed. By three o'chck
4 received aasurances from Captain  Davin that J
could send forward the lighter transports, these
under elghteen feet, with all the guuboaws,
which was immediately dons, and before dark they were
escurely anchored in the roadstead of Port Boyal, &,
‘The gunboats aimost immediately cpened their baiteries
upon two or iires robel & under C fore Tal-
oa!l, lostani |y chusiog him under the shelier of the bal-
tories,

In the morning Cum. John Rodgers, of the United
Feates steamer Flag, temporarily on bonrd this ship, and
acting on my stall, accompanied Brigadier General Wright
in  the gunboat Ottawa, Lientenant Commanding
Btevena, and supported by the Sonecs, Lioutenaut
Commandin; Nicholson, made u reconnsissancs in force,
aad drew the fire of the batteries on Hilton Tead and
Bay Point sufliciently to show that the fortitlcations wera
woarks of strength and selentifieally constructed,

In the evening of Monday Captain Davis and Mr. Bou
$olle roported watar enough frr the Wabash to ventuse jn,

Tho reaponsibility of ha-ard g #o noble a frignte wad
mot a light one, over & prolon. d bar of over twe miles
Thore was but a foot or two of water to sparo,

and  the full and rise ol the tide 8 wuch
That if sbe had grounded she would have sustained most
BriouR injury from steanding,  she w oo oot totally lost:
Too murh, however, was al stake to hesitate, und the
result was entirely successful.

On the morning of Tuerdny the Waburh crosred the
bar, followed closely by the frigate Sgsquebaneas
the Atlantie, Vanderbilt and oiher trapsports of deep
draft, ronpivg through that position of Lhe floel alrendy
fa. The safe passage of this great ship over the
bar waa bailed with gratifying choers from the crowded
vesscls. We anchored and immediately commenced pre-
paring the ship for action. Bui the delay of planting the
buoys—particularly on the Fishiog Rlp, a dangerovs shoal
wa had 1o svold—rendered the bour late before it was
possible Lo leave with the attacking squadron.

o vur anziety W got the ountline of the forts before
dark we stood in o oear (hese shoale, and the ship
grounded. By the tiue sbe was gutien off it was too
Inle, in my judgment, 1o proceed, sud 1 made signals fir
the squadron to wnchor oub of guushot from tho encmy.

To-day the wind blows & gale {rom the southward sod
wenstward, und the attack is unavoidubly postponed.

T have the honor Lo be, sir, vespeifully, your obedient
servaut, 8, F. LUTONT, Flag Ollcer,

Commauding South Atlautic Blogkading Squadron,

Fraa Smr Wanasn, o )
Port 1I.T\‘AL :1".‘..'.‘.'-:.: ;_th;?vi;:l:._n‘ ]'

Hon. Gipmox Wrires, Sccretury of tho Navy, Washing

ton—

8m—I Lavo the Lionor to (uform you that yesterday
1 attacked the batteries of the cuemy on Bay Po'nt and
Hilton Aead and Forte Walkor and Do wirogard, and =ue.
cosded in silencing them after an enyagemont of four
hours' duration, and driving away the squidron of rebel

undor C ler Tutnudl,
The reconuvissance of yestorday made us satisiiod with

ginboata to take | jon of Beaufort and fo proteet
the inhabiants; bot 1 regret to say they have fled and
the town ie abandoned 10 tho neg »Who are reported
to e as oo lawlese condivion. The light veesals which
1 hoped to havo made uge of were destroyed on the do
eartion of the forts by tbe rebola. The poat offiors were
vizited, and & mumber of dbcuments, letiera, ke.,ob-
tained. 1 have covered Eoull oreek, the mouth of Broad
Fiver and have cut off this communication betwern
Charleston and Savannab.

Respozifally, your obedient pervant,

8. F. DUPUNT,

grand ion aseerct, A fow days more and we
will know somewhat more than we do to-day.

Sarunpay, Oct 26.—The weather to-day does not
ok by any moans propitious, but I think we shall got off
today. Wo took in thirty barrels of wator and a day's
rations of fresh beel and some small stores. At ten
minutes before twelve o'clock, noon, the Jack was hoisted
at Lhe fore of the Atlantic, the gignal for sailing. In 5
fow minutes all the vessels had & full head of steam om,
and were rendy for sea. One o'clock cams:no gun from the

passed, but no gigns of moving; at about four o'clock the
flags were hauled down, and then we fult suro that there
was oo salling to-day. Late in the evenlog the saillug
sbips were towed down into the lower roads, all ready to
start to-morrow, The weather looks bad, and st seveR
o'cloek the wind was goutheast, with brisk rain. Wo are
in hopes the weather will be clear by morning. Should
everything prove favorable, we will 2all on the first of the
fload tide, which makes about tem o'alock,

tion of our acoomplishing great things, If the prayers of
miilions have anythiug to do with our success, then on
thai score we chall be viotoriona.  And if delays sdd any
thing to the surety of success, we must be victorious.
The sailing of thin tremondous ficet will be a scene well
worlhy of place In the world's history. May the God op
battles go wiib us to victory.

We are in bopes that 1his s our last pight in F

‘Wahash, the signal for welghing anchior. Hour alftor hour |

Thousands of cyes are turned towardsus, in upeeh-'

five o'alock, T was awakencd by the firing of the signal
gun from the Witash, 1 himmediately went on deck , and
fuumd that the fiagship had Just welghed hor mnchor and
wis ptesming slowly past us.  She was soon fullowed by
thin guuboats, each flying thoir numbersat the fore,  The
preatest acliviky prevadod among the fesl. Jacks woie
sot,and thoe sailors wanned the windlass brakes, sod
thoir chieery eong sang out upon the murning sir us they
hoyo the Leavy unchors up from their muddy bods. A
fow boals were pulling with hurried strokes from ship to
ship. Every soldier was on Lhe decks of the vessels,
watchlug with Interest the departing evolutons of Lhy
Inrgo Ooot.

The morning was one of tho fairest of the sonson, Nob
o cloud was to bo seen i the hght blue sky. A gonile
broeze scarcely rufiod the surfuce of the waler,

The shore at ihe forireas waa linod with spoctatora,
whils the ramparts wore dotied here and there with
groups of soldiers, who waved us a hearty adieu, Veasol
afler vossol welghed thelr anchors and slowly stoamed
seawnrd, Even tho rebels on the bench, betweon Wil
loughby's and Bowsll's points, came down Lo soe ul off
As tho troop laden transporta passid each othur the mea
cheored, and the vwarious banda enlivened the
socano by alirring siraius of musio. The wholo scene was
ong of grandeur, and during the entire mormng the Sest
lay promiscuously scatterod ovor an aroa of over twenly
miles. According tw the ordur of saillng wo are W form
In throe paraliel liues, preceded by the naval squadron in
& fuce line, whilo several gunboats guard citheir side and
the rear, 3

The Atlsntic was the last ship to leave the anchorage,
our vessel being nearly abremst of Cape Henry light-
houso betors sho startod. Up (o poon the fleet had nos
formed %o their proper order, nnd [am wnabls tolearn
why they have been so dilatory in doing it. At noon
forty rounds of ball oartridge wore served out w0 the
troops on bosrd, 8o that in event of any trouble we may
bo eoabled to show eur enemy that wo are prepared to
treat with them on very favorable tenma:  All the vew:
Bpis aro runping st throg-quarter spoed, and some haye
lncasned their sails,

At three o'clock the oot formed in WMo Fullowlog
order.—

arrive, they will propare for us at more southern ports;
ani | think by the time we could huve reache: the mouth
of the Mississipph we shall bo landing somewbare iu South
Caroina,  This seama to me o by the best solubiou of our
dislory movemonts that 1 can offer st presont. The
woathior hus the appearancs st sundown of chauging for
(o bettor woon. At dark we bave got into some order,
but 1 will venture largely that belore morning we shall
be in & worse condition than we wore this merning. Ab
midnight the wind is modersting, and havling lnio the
western board. The sea is going Jown.

Tuvrsoay, Oct. 31 —The wind diod out before sunrias
snd the soa was as smooth as s mill pond, only » goently
swell disturbing s busom. 1 was on deck early, and
found that, s 1 had propliosiod, tho Noet was shamafuily
seattered, snd quite a pumber of them eutirely out of
sight. The Baltio , with the Ocean Express in tow, and
whe Lilinois, with the Golden Fagle, ihe Oriental and poye”
Tul other transports, wore nowhere W be secn, and whe-
ther they be ahend or astern we aro unable to Lell. A
gunboat has been Bent back to look for thom, whil®
wnothoer has been sent Ahead on the same misaion. Al

abous ten o'clock the ficot hove to, and the Atlantie
turned back at (ull epeed for LLe purpose of ascertaining
what had lien the misging vesseols. Tho Vanderbils,
with the Great Republic in tow, also turnsd around,
but whortly roturned o bher position, After an
houe's deisy we agnin beaded southward, snd went
along. At noom our position, by obasrvation, was
na follows:—Iatitude 34 degr 37 wininutes porth,
longitude 76 degroea 50 minutes west. Distance made
nixty-cight miles, making & m:ﬂwq thres-quarier
south couras; 80 that we nre pow "sbout Riirty miles off
shore, and not yet in the latitude of Cape Lookout. Ths
barumoter is 30 degroea 3 minutes, snd the th b
ul 70 degrees. Not s eloud hasbeen seon to-day,and wy
huve been enjuying tho scene yery much, The siok are
much botter, and those who lost their pesge of mind
yeatorday have found it to-day, and not one vacanri place
wasto be seon ot the dinper table. The soldiors bave
been excorcised in riflo firing this afternoon, and have
soquitted themselves finely. Mot of the vessela had con-
vas sot this morning, but as (¢ fell away dead calm this
afternoon all sails were furled,and tho yards braced
Bharp up,

1 potico thin morning for the first time the presence of
the gunboat Vigen, Sho is evidently <‘one of us,” but her
name was not put upon tho official list given to va the day
wa sallod. T will now insert in the list and station her in
the rear, I am of opinlon the sailing wvessels we saw
yeslorday aroa portion of the dition, and my op
v strengthened whea I remember secing them ot
Hamplon Roads, and also remamber that they sailed two
days boefore wo did. AL four o'clock we &re slteaming
along at about five knols per hour, but oot in rogula®
order. It scoms a pity that, with the full and explicit in”
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Baltie, towlog Attuntle, Emplre City.
Ocean Expresa, Vanderbill, Ericsson.
Pocahoatas. towing Florlda
Iilinols, towing *  (reat Republis,  Fhiladolphla,
Gulden Eagle. Ocean Queirn, Reanoke,
tawing
Laooust Point, Zenas Coflin, M
Star of the Bouth, Polomae, Ben-Delord.
Purkarsburg. Wingeld Seott, Two forrybonts,
Belridere. Ualon, Danl, Webater,
Alsbama.
Contzacoalcos. Oricntal, Ariel.
Marlon, Cahawba, Peorless,
Qovernor. E. B. Forben. Mayflower,
Mohicun.
0. M. Pattit, Merouny,
Vizen. Oweola,

Although the above was the official order of sailing,
soveri] changes wero made through the afternoon. The
Oricntal tuking the place of the Ericsaon, (he former hay-
Ing General Veile on board, he having shifted bia quartors
from the Empire City. The R. B. Forbes shifted her posi.
tion to tow one of the new g , whose hinery
had become deranged. The fleet sailed in three paralinl
lines, tho Wabash takiog the lead, she being the flagship
of the men-of-war. The first division, headed by the Bal
tie, haring General Wright on board, occupled the eastern
line. The centro line, headed by the Atlantic, with Gen
eral Sherman's stall on board, oocupled a position aboat
threo fourths of & mile to the westward, The Em.
pire City beaded the third or westernmost division.

THEIR PROGHRESS.

Aftor the line was formod the two eastern divisions did
not seem o full into their places and keop their distanoey
as woll as could Le desired, The third division main-
tained it place with Liir precision. Some of the vessels
made quiten show of canvaes. ‘The Wabash wag under
three whole topsails, jib spanker and trysalls, and did
oot uge her ateam, Some of the salling vesscls had their
fore and aft sails get. The distavce from the rastern to
the western limits of the foet was aboul twelve milews
and from its northern to southern lines abous the same
distance. There are several old seamen om board, and
all ugreed that they never witnesped much a magolficent
spectacle. Ae the day drew to o close tho lesdivyg ships
slackened their speed and the limits of (he flect were
shortenod by abont two milee. The flag ship thyow out
& number of siguals, which were replied to by aM of the
war yeseols. The army sigoal officers alvo used their

Roada for some time Lo come; and when Il shall
that one of our flect relurns it will beto bring the glag

tidings of & great and glorious victory te the comblney
forcea of our army and nayp

SUNDAY RXERJISEE.
Sewpay, Och. 27.—This day was ushewed in with »
small gale of wind, sccompanind by rain and a beavy pea:
¥rom what we had learned last evening we folt sare thay
the Soet would not Jeave during the coming (weaty-four
hours, Ab balf-past ten o’alock the soidiers were mus-
tered lute the cabin 1o Maten to & sermon frem Lisutenany
Galo, who In & regular minister of the Gospel. The Licu-
tenand ook for his toxs the fourtesnth verse of the fifth

Fiag Officor, commanding United States Atlansic Squad
——

PRIVATE LETTER FROM COM. DUPONT.

The following 5 & portion of a private lettor

Ofcer Dupont to The Assistant Secretary of \he —
Wausan, Porr Revar, Nov. 8, 1801,

My Pwin Mn. Fox—During the dishearteniig evenia

of our passage my Swith vever gave way, but at

gdne moments it seemed appalling. Om the other

hand, 1 permit no elation st Our success. Yed 1
ramnot  refraln  from  telllng  you st W has
heen more complete and brilliant thee T ever corid have
pelleved, 1 bave been Loo fatigned ek il
ot ageounk of the batile. My report e tul
ewegrg of 16, and 1 think will inte:est yoo t
woptert mysell witha suceinel acoine wiloh I think
whi be Jlked ns well a8 a piore dedaiiod neorniiee. This [

will, however, forward it e o Hie Searnts oy report,
ITkopt under way and made three surbe, thougti 1 passed
five times between the forts. |} had a fenking &y dsion of
fve shipa to watch, aod Old Tatoall, too, who had eight
emall and swift steamers ready to pounce upon any of
ours ahould they be disabled. I could get none of my big
f:igaten up, I thought fhe Sabine wouid have gotten clear
np tw thoe St Lawrence, I set no word,
huwover, and the Savanuah was biown off.  1do not re-
gret it now, excep!t ou their acconnt 1 belleve my plan
was clever, 1 rlood wguinst the eide, and had the
mapagement (he better incongequence.  Thelr confid

ptor of Kphosk “'Wharefore ho saith, Awake thou
tliat sloepent, snd arise from ibe dead, and Chrisi, shak
§ivo thee light.” In discussimg the words be likened his
bhearers 1o the eleepers, and ho bade them arise from
their sloep of siu and inkuity. The sermon was full of
wholesorme sdvice, wnd it wan listensd 1o wih marked
sltention.

It is worthy of remark hero thas the Forsy-elghth regi.
menk j& composed mostly of cherch members. The
Oslonel is a minister, and several of the officers are cher-
gymen. The conduct of the men of this regiment, aa far
an | have been able bo sec, ia trnly exemplary. 1 pever
paw bettor disoipline or more qnict and orderly men In
my life. Profane language i+ urLeard oo board, and the
moet genmlemanly behavior i everywhere to be mot
with. If they behave aa well under fire thoy will muke
a mark m the miltary anonle of thia redbeion,

After midday the storm cleared up, sad the wind
bauled into the morihward. No wigse of moving, wilth
the exception of towing seme of the sailitg veerels into
the iower roatis prep Y tosailing to-morrow. An
Englieh brig, in atlempling Lo go 1o sen, went on the
Spit nearly abreast of us, and in & fow misutes after gho
#lruck the sen made & clean breach over her. Tho robels
paw the disaster and camo down to the beach inlarge
numbers, but as thoy had nu boats 10 go out w0 her it
was worse than useless 10 thiok of making snything by
doing e0. Her colurs were et Union down, and the
f 4

was extreme thal they could drive u= away. They
fought bravely, sed their rifle guns never missed.
An eighty pounder riffle ball went through our main-
maxt in the very centre, making an awful hole. They
slmed kt our bridge, where they knew wbey could make &
hole if they were lucky. A rhot in the centre lot water
iuto the after magnzin: , but T saved s bundred lives by
kooping vunder way and bearing in close. We found
the'r sighte gradunted sl e hundred yarde. When they
once broke the stampede was intense, and not o gun was
spiked. In troth | never concerved such & Oreas thal of
this ship on ber pecond turn, and 1 am told that its effect
upon the spectators outside of her waa intense. 1learn
that when they saw our flag flying on shore the troops
were powerless to cheer, butl wept. Gemernl Sherman
was deeply affected, and the soldiern are loud and austint-
ing in thelr expr of admnij and  grati-
tude. The wurks are most  sclentifically  con-
structed, and there is nvotbing lke Fort Walker
on the Potomae, 1 did not allow the viclory to cheel our
order, but despatched some vessols under Caplain Gillls
over the other kido, Tonday 1 have an expedition to
Beaufort 10 eave the light veasels; but they were fired
{pstantly after the purrendor. Beaufort is deseried. Tho
negroes are wild with joy aud revenge. They havo besn
#hot down, they say, like dogs, becanso they would not

o off wli.h their masters, 1 Lave already m bosl ab

we!l croek, and the cummunication between Bavannab
10 ULarleston is cul off.

NATIONAL SALUTE.

A P R A

THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT OF
THE VICTORY.

©On the receptivn of the official despatches the following
order was |ssued . —

ULNERAL ORDER.

The Depurtment aohounces to the uavy and o the
country ite high gratification at the brilliant succcss of
tue combined pavy and army forces, respoctively com.
wanded by Flag Oftcer & F, Dupoat a1 Belgadior G neral
T. W. Eherman, in the capture of Forts Walker and Boare-
grd  communding the entrance to Port Ruyal barbor,
: South Caroline, To commomorate this slgnal victory, it
Is ordered that 8 national entute be fired fror onoh Navy
Yard, st meridian, on the day after the reeoption of this
order, GIDLON WELLES,

lerpatched two tug boals Lo nesist hor of
(rom the bank. They worked at her for several hours:
but they were unable to move her. At dark ehe was
sl Jylng bard and fast in the same position as when
first ghe went on. During the day 1 liave visited the
#ick soldiers o bowrd; afl bub one are recovering ra.
pidly. And] am consirainod to bear an sbundant testi®
mony 0 the walchful care and kind mureing of the
ladies who perfurii ibis arduous duty for the regiment:
The tender bands of theso devoted ladies goothe their
feverod heads, and minister to their every want.
They Ml up the vold which distance and
circumetances have placed thom in. Ne kind mother or
gontle sister is here 1o keep waleh over the tedious hours
of a tender son; but these ladies are the mothers of the
regiment, and the greatest deferonce and respect i paid
to them. The day closes with o freah breese and a clear
aky, and fair proepecis of & good day to.morrow.

Our evening s spent here io quiel enjoyment. Nearly
all the officers and the ladiea ‘are neated arcund the long
cabin table, reading or wriing leitérs and thelr private
Jourpals. Occasionally some one breaks tbe silence by
sskinglpome question in relatiou to ' Fow we are to landi"
or ""When are we 1o meet the enemy?” This opens a gene-
ral conversation, in which all participate. The time passes
away pieasantly until ten o'clock, when all the lighta are
put out and all are io thelr berths,

All are In hopes this is the Jast night we are Lo remain
quietly at anchor here. Some of the transport Beet hay®
betn hero sixteen days, and are no further ot their jour-
ney than when they arrived. Fatlence has almost ceased
tu be o virtoe with us. We are tired 80 walling; but we
truet that for all whie dolay we shall e amply compen-
sated,

Mowpay, Oct. 98,—A bewitiful day, but from noni: $ill
night we watcho! fur the sailing sigual In vain, Why we
did not go seemns a mystory, Oue of our sick soldiers
Was given up to din by the brigads and regimental sor-
geona; but Ur, Huortas, the parser of the sbip, took the

|
(|

man 14 his caro at about cight o'elock in the evuning, and
by midniglt lad gucocadad In boiuging on vory favora-
bie gymploms,  Tikink that oF the man's life s suved the
| crentit will belotg to osr gentlomnnly purser,
THE STANT.

Tuksvat, Oct. 20.—This morning, et o fow minules past

g igrala, and the day closed with everything
going on finely—the vemstls makiog about five and a half
knots por hour. The course wo have been sieering—
southeast by sonth—Is takivg us well outalde uﬂkl.m-u'
and from present appearances we are going on the otber
side of the Gulf streams.

I learn that our destination is Port Royal, Beaufor, 8,
C. Now if we are (o cress ihe siream it will take us al
loast twenty-fours longer to make our pasrage.

After dark 1 camoup ondeck to take a look ab th®
feet by night, and a more splendid sight it never wan
my lot to witmers. The cky was aa cloar sa & Lell, and
myrisds of bright, twinkiing siars bedecked the deep bine
canopy which bung high cver our heads. A gontle swell
roileds over the' wurface of old ocemm, rocking owr
swmch crafl. A moderata westerly wind leni a bracing
fecling 1o the othor beauties of natnre. On svery baml
was heard the rumbling paddies of the host of siearoers,
and & thousand lights loomed wp against the darkened
background uf the berizon. To our Jofd the green lights
on tho stenmers’ paddle boxes looked like bright emeralds
sol i jet, while to our right the red Hghts of the steamars
bore Lhe resemblance of rubies in s darkened eotiing. The
large pasmenger stenmera, wilh their cabins brillansly
Tighted, looked like & ity i the distance, and one could
almont imagine Dimeell pussing up New York bay, and
ibe llusion was aimest complele when o ferry boat came
sloaming past um,

Every oue waa on deck to enjoy tbe scene, bul as we
#ball baye Lwo or threo nights more st sea, Lewill defer
fortbher descriptions,

The flag ehip wis engaged this Ing i talegraphing by
maans of colored lights. We ware about four miles from
her, ana, go brillised were the lights, we could plainly
4®0 tho rigging around the maste, The siguals were
pinadn, ensily distinguished, and made with & celerity quite
commundable,

THETR BTEED,

Our veseel g carryiug about fiftecn pounds of steam
and avernging about thirty revolutions of the screw. Her
apeed 18 jnereased and diminished according to our prox-
fmity to the vessel which leads ua. At ecight o'clock
the speed of the head ships wan slackened, with a view
of drawing the fect.closer together. 1 cancot mmagloe
why they dally along #o now that we have a fine spell of
weather. Flue weather |= worth something at this soa-
son of ihe year, and especlally under such ei
as brings ug out upon thes expedition. 1f they do not
huarry up we will have a gale of wind on ue, and then this
effort to put dowg the rebellion will be lost for a time at
lonst, ‘Uhere are many vessels in the flset which wiM not
e able to eland & blow, and it scems strange thal they
havo been chartered to go on such a voyage, but, with
good Juck and masagement, we may hope to make good
our irlp In the course of threc days.

THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE GALR,

WspnrsnaY, Ociobor 30.—This day begim wilh & single
reefed topsail gale from the southward sod westward,
with a nasty sea on. Al aboul two o'clock jo the morn®
ing we entered the western limits of the Gulf stream asd
continued in it untd about six o'clock, whem owr course
was altered and wo ran more westerly. The et woa
somcewhat disordered, and uot oneof Lhe divisions was in
its proper place. Our line was aboat fftesn miles to the
eastward of ts place. How thia could bave occurred |
am at & Joss to And out. The wind jocreased after sun.
rise and the lighter voesels were sent further lo shore to
find ther water. We pitched aud rolled sbout badly,
owing to the fact that we were progressing st s rateof
only wbout two miles an hovr, During the morning we
baye fallen In with several sailing wessels, southward
bound; one waa the bark Jane A. Bishop and aoother one
was the Belle of the Bay. E&l l]utneu has manifested
{taell among us and more (han ono perscn has lost his
pence of mind,

At poon our position, by obsorvation, is Iatitude 83
dog. 30 min, porth longitude und 75 dog. west, and we
hinye run one hundred aud twonty-three miles aince yus.
terdny, ‘The wind |8 soutliwest, snd quite fresh, The
barouatar & at 80 Inches and the thermometer etauds at
84 degg. A8 tho day advances the eet becomes more dis-
ortered, and ot times our engloe is slopped, o allow the
roar veesels to come up. 1 suppose the reason for  our
golog #o wlow te to put the rebels off thelr guard. To.
morcow they expoct us ot Beaufurt, and If wo are not
thare, ey will keop a bright lookout for us at Charloes-

ton ikie fullowing day; and ox the Lwme passcs for us to

P all the captains have had given to thom, they
caunot gnil fu line. It would be n grand sight, but would
be more creditable to them ans shipmasters. It will tak®
& day for us to form ioto line again. A# evening ap-
proaches the-wind increases in strength, and there is fai,
prospects for a gale. The cloudsare forming rapldly
and are sssuming s dark and threatoning look.

Frimay, Nov. 1.—Wind north. At four o'clock A. M,
the wind hauled into the northward and eastward, with
ruin. At daylight but few of the fleet ore to be Been;
the Baltie is In eight this morning, having come up la
the night. We havo been stecring southwest by soulh
balf-south ad night, which has tuken us into the
Gulf stream. At tem &'clock the gunboat Bienviile hove
In sight, she hLaving been gent from Fortress Monroe to
join the Oect after leaving the Brandywine, which she
towed down from New York.

- AN ALARM OF FIRE.

This morning there woa an alarm of fire in thoe #oldiers’
quarters, which for a lime cassed quite an excitemeont,
After the excitement subalded it was found that one of
the saldiers had inserted & woolon rag into his rifle for
the purpose of cleaning it, and to drive It out he fired a
cap, which not only drove it ont but set it on fire. The
fact wos reported to Major Beard, who ordercd the man
in frons. At noon Lhe poaition of the slip, by cbeerva-
tion, was Iat. 33 deg. 8 min., long 78 deg. 10 min. Dis
tance run during the last twenty-four hours ona
hundred and forty-five miles. Course ma’ , 8. W,
3 W.; so that we are now abreast of Cape Roman
snd about fifty miles off shore, The wind is vow

THE GALR INCREASRS,
southenat, and s rapidly increasing to a gtrong gale:. At
three o'clock the Atlantio turned back, as we suppose, to
pesigt in bringing up the fleet, who have fallen into the
rear, for st this time there are only iwenly-aix vossel®
in sight. A few minutes afterwards the gunboat Florida
turned back and ran for the lzasc Smith, whe seems to
be in distress; at least sho does not keop up 1o the course
we are sleering. The gale is incrensing very rapidly and
the sea ja riging very faet. We have seen quite a pum-
ber of flying fish to-day,”and quite a brood of Mother
Cary’s chickens are now fiying around our storn, attract
ing the atlention of our passengers. At five o'clock the
wind hanled eouth by west, sad our course has been
allered (o pouthwest; the fleet is rapidly falling in the
rear, and, one by onc, are Jost (0 sight, The rain falls in
torronta, and oceasionally wo shipa large men, At mid-
night the galo'wan reging furiously,and the vessel wa?
toeped about like & feather, A cea struck the pllot house
and phove in the windows,
THE FLEBT SRPERATED.

Sarrrpay, Nov. 3.—Ab two o’clock this morning 1 was
on deck, and found that the galo had materially increased
and that every few minuies we were visited by a terrific
squall. The sea waa lashed into & white foam, and it was
ar dark as well could be Jmagined, Not alight from ano-
ther vessel could be seen, and 1 feared that when moming
duwned we shonld net be able to see a singlo vessel, At

ight the Wabaah, Ariel, Oriental, Pocahontas and two
vesmels, which, owing to the distance and besvy ses,
wé were Dol able 1o distingulsh, were the only resscls in
might. The wind is in tho western quarter and blowing
quite heavy, without squaks  The sky has a very wiid
ook, but the barometer gives us hopes of beitor weather
before night. At noon our position was, latimde 32 de.
groes 1) minutes, lomgitude 79 degrees 08 minuten; dis.
tance ealled seventy-two miles. The barometer stood
&t 29 00, and the thermometer at 70. We arg
now to the southward of Port Royal entrance. Upte
three o'tloek there was no sign of a change, bul after
that hour the sea began to subaide. AL this timo there
arconly iwo vessgls n sight. At nighfall the wind and
gen begnn to go down, and by miduight the gale had
broke, and the weather hogan rapldly to cimnge for the
bettor.

Svwpay, Noy, 3.—At daylight I came on deck,nnd
found the sky overhung with cloude, but the sca was
quite smooth, and the weather clearing up quite fast
The eourse weo have been making sinee seven o'clock last
night to seven o'clock this morning has heen southwest
by west; at peven o'clock our conrse was altered (@
west northyest, the wind being woest, Only three ves-
sele arn o gight, and only their musts are to he seeh
above the horizon, consequently we are unable o distin.
guish what veeeels they are. The gale haa dispersed
the deet largely, but I suppose that by night they will
assemble, as all of them are provided with sealed
orders, which are to bo opened if disperaed. Thera can
bo but lttle doubt that al are safe, with the oxception
of the Uttle tugboats and the ferry boats, which proba.
bly have gone in shore, 1f they have not, T fear for
thelr safely, for tho sea has been very heavy, and being
small vessels, with heavy armaments, they would make
bad weatber., Under the mest favorablo circumsetances
1t will take twenty-four hours for the fcet to again get
io line to be prepared to enter port. Should everything
o on fayorably we will probably have a reconuoissance
made by & gunboat Lo-morrow, and Tuesday morning the
troopa will bagin to land.

THE POINTE TO BE ATTACEED.

Quroldiers are becomiug quite anxious to put their
fest on rebel noll and estabilsh themselves thereon, Thoy
a1l foel asmured thal thoy will have to fght, as there will
be no place to which they can retreas. We bave an idoa
an board here that the troops will land st or near Bean.
fori, them march across tho Mnd to attack Charles
ton in the rear, while the naval forces will go

around o Charleston, and kecp them busy on #ia-

soaboard while the troops take posscssion, or threaten
the cliy Jself. Thia plan locks very feasible, and I
would pot be purprised if i3 was the very plan upon which
we are L0 carry on operalions. A few hours more and
either victory or defeat will crown our efforts. We are
ready.

THE OPENING OF THE SEALED ORDERE,

An wo were without a Dieleader, and did not know what
eotiran to pursue, the sealed orders were opened this
muorning, st oine o'clock.  They read as M}un‘,;.”

FRIATIONARY y
e n Agsantic, Oct. 20, 1861,

Sm—In the eventof your traasport beiug separated

from thie fleat you will proceed to

FORT BOYAL, BOUTH CAROLINA,
and report Lo the Prigadier Geuvral to whoro c\JlI‘l'l':r\n vonr
trangport belongs, or oflicer these i command. Very re-

gpectiuily your obedieft sers 'ﬂ}irm . PETONGE,

Captain Fifteenth infantry , noling Aes. Ad) General,

The cominanding officer's butlalion yoluutesrs, sleamer
Matanzad. :

i ganmen she would have boon loat.

Now we know surely where wo are going, and as cnly
the officers know, the rejuicing s confined o tho cabin
for the preseut. 1 hiave never seen men more olated with
tho kuowledge of a destination thas are Wegull oifioer
of tho Forty-eighth. Everything seems propitious for us
tho duy has opened bright and beautiful, and st this
time—nine o'clock—we aro making towards the shore.
Wao ars not more than sixty miles from (b entrance, §
should judgo, and by two or thres o'cluck wo sliall be
obliged to heave to for the day. Weare steaming along
% abous Lhroe miles an hour,

ONE OF TILK BOATA DISARLED,
AL half-past nine o'clock we came up with & steamer,
supposed Lo be the Winflold Scott, and saw that she had
lost hor masts (o the lute gale. E2he also moomed to be
much damnged sbout her upper works. The gunboat
Bionvilie came up and bove 0o alongside of hor,and
gent & boal on board to mscertaln the damage, sad
also 10 Beo if they nooded any mssistance. The boab
poon retarned , and we are In hopes no lives have boen lusk
by the disaster. Al oloven o’ciock the Empire City, with
the Forty-elghth New York Volunteers on board, came
alongside of us, thelr band pliov ng & woul siireing sir,
while the troops choored eac!  or lnstily, AL hall-past
eluven o'clock we headed arvunt o the southward; just
a8 we came around the goverument pllot, Me, 'y
discoversd the land in the norinwestorn horizon; a clum
of troes wore seen at the samo time; this must be theH st
of Port Royal. We are now in eleven fathoms of waler,
which places us nbout thirteen miles off shore.  Thirteen
‘yeasola nre in night from the masthead. The Vanderbilh
snd the Hlinois are both coming up withoul their vesssl®
in tow. Al noon our ohesrvations put us iu Int. 39 deg.
01 min., long. 80 deg. 23 min., We bave run sixty-siz
miles slnce yesterday noon, and are now aboul mevesm
miles from the position formerly occupled by tbe light.

ship.
PORT ROYAL.

Port Roysl, the to fort, I8 d Qfteea
miles N.E % E from the Tybeo lighthouse, at the
entrance of the Savaunah river. A lightship wam
formorly moored ja about seven (aihoms of wator
between the soutlicast polot of Martin's Industry, s dan-
gorous sand bant, and the north bank of Port Royal ea’
qrance. Tybeelight bears from the lightship southwest
by west three-quarters west, twelve milea distant. Bay
Point north northwest, ten miles distant. Hilton'’s Head
northwest by north, eight and & half miles distant. The
outor buoy on Savannab bar bears wost by nerth, twolve
aurl & half ‘miles. The lsod le quite low, but the trees
ummeuwhln. ‘The entranca to Port Royal is readily
distinguished [rom sea by & small grove of trecs which
stand on the west aido and Lwer above the surrounding
©Ones like & high crowned hat; hence the groye boass the
name of the “Hat of Port Royal'' among the seamen.
This harbor has & bar, but thore i four and three-quar-
tors fathoms on 44 ab high water, whioh will be sufficlent
o earry over any ship in the fleel. Once inside of the
breakers wo will have from four tonine fathums of
waler, and at Phillip Poist there is sn excellond
apchorage for & large =g The oh ]
& muderately wide for some distance, bul afier passing
the Rroad river mouth the river narrows, so thal from
shore to ghore 1L is not over & mile, gradually lessoning
to loss than one-half mile. The navigation is quite intrl-
cato altef passing Bay Polot, and it 15 not probable thad
tho ships will go nearer than five miles of the town. The
chart from which we draw our imformation was publizhed
in 1865, und possibly things have changed somowhat sinos
that time.

THE FIRST APPEARANCE OF LAND.

At five o’clock this morniug there were only ninstesa
voasels in sight—the Fiorida and Bienvile being the only
war vessels to bo peen. At half-past five wo were stand*
ing in-shore, when the Oriental signalized, #Do ot stand
#o close in-shore " We immediatoly answered i, and
headnd to the hward and 1, At | we
gaw the land, the ship being iv twelve fathoms of water,
The Ilinoks bas just hgve in sight, without her tow
anid minue the greater portion of her after
smoke stack. The Roanoke scoms to be dam-
aged about the paddie boxes, und I canoot see
as much eamp equipage on her deck ns there was whes
wo Jeft Mampton Reods. I think sho has made bad
weather during thoe gude,

Nothing of any note occurred during the night, We
lay gnint, heading off shore.

Moxpay, Nov. 4.—I was on deck this morning befors
daylight. Alight westerly air was atirring, snd the
ocean was as amooth as a milipond. But fow veassls
could be seen on tho horizon. As the day advanced the
transports and war vessels loomed up in every quarter og
tho compass. At aunrise we counied sevenleon vosssls
inshore of us. Our head was turncd landward, and we
atarted In to goin the fieel, As we drew near wo Saw
1hat the Wabash and peveral of the gunboats had come
in along shore during the night, and were quietly riding
at Lhsir anchors about two milea from the bank known as
Martin's Industny. Onr troopa were in high gles, and
eheered their companions in srms as they presed them in
other ehipe. Al ten o'clock Major Beard assembled
the battalion om the quarter deck and gava
them an midresa, tm which he yave (o them
the wvory Dbest of adyice in relatlon to thelr
beliaviour in  Janding, sod when callsd upom
0 face the ememy. A more sensible snd patriokl®
speech  could mot have been madh onder the
cireumstances; and I do not know bul that at this time™
wouald be proper to utate that Major Beard haa provided
for and taken care of the treops ubder his command fn &
superior manner. Their rations lave been well cooked,
served pumctuslly, and bave been of the best kind. The
most perfech order hag prevailed on board. Ho thinks &
greas deal of his men, and I am happy to state that the
fecling Ja reciprocsted on ibeir part. The officers of Com™
panies B and K are gentlomen and aoldiers, and bid fair
1o distipguich themselves on the Laithe fleld. Succeas lo
the Forty-elghth. As we run in I notice the Susquebanns
lyhug near the fagship, and also ses several ships’ cotters
palling from ship to ship.

SOUNDING FOR AN B¥TRANCE.

At about efeven o'clock the Unitod States Const Survey
stearner Vizen, with four bonts in tow, the Curlew snd
ome of the new gunboats, wore =01t i to sound the chan®
pel. some difficulty was experienced in finding the
enirance, and it was not until Ac.ing Mests * £. G, Martine
commanding the gunboat Mercury, cume to the agn (slance
of the sounding party, that they were enabled fo procesd
with thelr operatiens,  In about an hour after the vessely
pasgad over the bar they had souvded up to & point near
the old southeast channoel.  A: the vessels proceoded upon
their dangerons and highly dmportant miggion, thousands
of anxious eyes wntched their every move. Each man.
of-war had men stationed at the mastheads, and most of
tho transports’ yards and 1ops were filled with cfeers
wolching the progress of the little vesasis, As we stood
close in 8o the bar, T went aloft Lo catoh a glimpsn of the
phore, with a view of ascertaining If there wers any
batteries to bo seen.

REBEL BATTERIES IN SIOHT.

On a point, on the port hand zide of the entrance, known
an Hiltom Mead, 1 saw wWhat I took to be a battery, bat I
conld aot be sure.  On turning my glase towards i@ op-
poeite side of the river, T saw & battery which was fo-
eved a little to the northward of the extreme point of
tend known as Bay Polnt, The distance, however, was
g grest that T was unable fo discover the aumber of gu:e

cunted. While looking in th's direction 1 saw a rel
gtoamer come down the river nod go jnto one of the many
creeks with which the Jand in this vicinity s cus
up with, As the surveying vessels passed up the
river towards Phillips’ Polut the anxiety became more
j for wo expeoted every moment that tho rebels
would fire upon onr vessal, On ariiving off Phillips’ Poins
the vessols stopped , pnd the Curlew was despaiched to the
Wabash with the intelligence that the channel way was
all vleay. As goon AE this was made known to tho com.
manding officer, ordors were issued for the fleot Lo pre-
puro 1o go in over the bar. At s few mioutes paat three
o'clock the signal was made, and all vessole, with the
excoption of those which drew over seventecn feet of
water, stood in, preceded by & gunboal as & fle lender or
pilot. By this move the Attantie, Multhe, Oriental, Van-
derbils, Tilinols and the Bagship wors efi outside of the
bar. Up to thia time we hid 6o prospects of soms of our
flect nrriviog to-fey. The Great Republie, Ocean Fagle,
Ovean Fxprosa, Zenus Coffin and gaveral of the gunboats
are pot yet to beseon, A gunboat will be despatched to
hunt them up.  Whils the oot wore Zetting under weigh

ghip I wns permitted to go on bosrd of tha

Moroury, Apd &le
poard of the Matanzas, where T desiri to go. |

Accordingly, st hall-past four o'clck [ emburked
an this trim Httle eraft, which 2 nireenlousty wentbered
the terrible gale through which we have had to pass
o ot hore. The Mercury woae obliged to throw her o
bow gan, iorifled twonty pouuder, and aleo to out away
hor guned Gooring, and Lad |tonot boen that her com.

mander was, one  of tho most ekilfil and intropid of
it to return (o my
narrative:—The Mercury lay alongside the Wabaah, and
when | wenl on board she was taking in buoys, which

i A

i

.

1 went on board of the flagship, and after visiting the 0

wag ordered o put me on i
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